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Louvre Abu Dhabi and Richard Mille Announce Opening of Art Here 2025 Exhibition
Running until 28 December, the fifth edition showcases six shortlisted works for the Richard Mille Art Prize under the theme ‘Shadows’
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Abu Dhabi, UAE, 13 October 2025: Louvre Abu Dhabi and luxury Swiss watchmaking brand Richard Mille opened the fifth edition of the Louvre Abu Dhabi Art Here exhibition, featuring six contemporary artworks by seven artists shortlisted for the Richard Mille Art Prize. On view until 28 December, the exhibition reaffirms the museum’s commitment to supporting contemporary artistic practice from the region and beyond.
Now in its fifth year, Art Here has become a vital platform for artists to present bold new commissions within the museum’s iconic spaces, engaging audiences from across the world. The initiative strengthens Louvre Abu Dhabi’s role as a catalyst for cultural exchange and discovery, while supporting artistic talent across diverse geographies.
Curated by guest curator Sophie Mayuko Arni, Art Here 2025 invited artists to respond to the theme Shadows, exploring the interplay between light and absence, visibility and concealment, and the layered dimensions of memory, identity, and transformation. Reflecting the richness of regional creativity, this year’s edition welcomed proposals from artists based in the GCC and Japan, along with artists from the MENA region with a GCC connection.
Manuel Rabaté, Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi, said: “Louvre Abu Dhabi is proud to open the fifth edition of Art Here and introduce these remarkable works to the public. Art Here has grown into one of the museum’s most dynamic initiatives, celebrating the diversity of artistic voices from the region and beyond. The six shortlisted works invite visitors not only to see but to experience and interact with contemporary art in new ways. Through the thoughtful curation of Sophie Mayuko Arni, Art Here 2025 deepens our dialogue with artists locally and internationally, and for the first time, Japan, reaffirming our commitment to building bridges of creativity across cultures. Thanks to our collaboration with Richard Mille and thanks to our jury members, we continue to elevate the platform’s reach and resonance within the global art community”
Tilly Harrison, Managing Director Richard Mille Middle East, said: "The shortlisted works this year are not only visually striking but intellectually rigorous, engaging with the theme Shadows both visually and emotionally. This level of ambition is what makes the Richard Mille Art Prize a meaningful contribution to contemporary art in the region." 
Art Here 2025 reflects a growing curatorial dialogue that spans the Gulf, Japan, and the wider region. As the shortlisted artists present their works, the exhibition pushes the boundaries of regional collaboration and artistic expression, inviting fresh interpretations of shadow, space, and cultural resonance within the universal narrative of Louvre Abu Dhabi.
Dr. Guilhem André, Director of Scientific, Curatorial, and Collection Management at Louvre Abu Dhabi, said: “Over its five editions, Art Here has grown into a leading platform that nurtures diversity and cultivates emerging artistic voices, reaffirming Louvre Abu Dhabi’s role as a hub for both regional and international creativity. This year’s exhibition presents works of remarkable depth and detail that, together, capture the vitality of contemporary art today. Art Here 2025 reveals interesting connections between the region and the concepts from around the world, strengthening cross-cultural dialogue and broadening the scope of artistic engagement.”
Art Here 2025 features the works of seven artists:
Palestinian architect, artist, and researcher Ahmed Alaqra’s I remember. a light reimagines shadows as urban traces, referencing the traditional mashrabiya, the wooden lattice screen used in Middle Eastern and North African architecture. Made of stacked acrylic cubes containing 3D-printed shapes from shadow photographs of Sharjah, the sculpture transforms fleeting encounters of light and architecture into enduring sculptural artefacts.
Emirati artist and musician Jumairy’s Echo is an interactive light installation where visitors encounter a still water pond, a single flower, and ambient sound. Reimagining the myth of Echo and Narcissus, the work shifts focus from reflection to presence, using light and shadow to transform absence into intimacy and invite a deeper encounter with memory and the unconscious.
Japanese artist Ryoichi Kurokawa’s skadw- is an immersive audiovisual installation of light, fog, and sound that transforms shadows into sculptural form. A single beam cuts through shifting mist, creating ever-changing patterns of shadow and resonance. Inspired by the Japanese concept of Ma, the beauty of negative space, intervals and emptiness, the work invites viewers into a meditative environment where absence becomes presence.
Hamra Abbas’ Tree Studies is an installation of 31 stone inlay sculptures inspired by trees found in Pakistan and in the UAE. These include olive, pomegranate, and cherry. Using her distinctive lapis-on-lapis technique to create shadow-like foliage, the works balance realism and abstraction. The grid installation of work under the dome will evoke the layered shadows of the Al Ain Oasis palm trees.
Japanese artist Rintaro Fuse’s A Sundial for the Night Without End is a sculptural sundial conceived for a world after the sun. Formed from polished stainless steel, the work reflects its surroundings while aligning three gnomons to past, present, and future North Stars. Installed beneath the museum’s dome, it transforms cosmic time into a meditation on memory, absence, and the persistence of eternity.
Architectural duo YOKOMAE et BOUAYAD’s choreography of a cloud, dancing shadows is a pavilion of swaying stainless-steel mesh, inspired by traditional Kawachi weaving. Supported by slender columns, the structure creates shifting patterns of shadow and light. Using recycled industrial material, the duo, Takuma Yokomae from Japan and Dr. Ghali Bouayad from Morocco, have created an installation that blends Tokyo and Marrakesh design traditions, offering a poetic space where architecture moves like nature.
Sophie Mayuko Arni, Curator of Louvre Abu Dhabi Art Here 2025, said: “Tender light embraces beauty. Shadows lead to the essence of things. Through this year’s Art Here theme, shortlisted artists connected to the Gulf and Japan have reexamined shadows in thoughtful, detailed, and innovative ways. I am beyond thrilled to unveil these works at Louvre Abu Dhabi, a museum with a universal mission, at a time when aesthetic contemplation can only remind us of unity in the present moment.”
The finalists for the Richard Mille Art Prize 2025 were selected by a distinguished five-member jury, led by H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan bin Khalifa Al Nahyan, Advisor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Founder of UAE Unlimited, an art collector, and a board member of the British Museum and Centre Pompidou. Joining him are Dr. Guilhem André, Director of the Scientific, Curatorial, and Collections Management at Louvre Abu Dhabi; Maya Allison, founding Executive Director of the Art Galleries and Chief Curator at New York University Abu Dhabi; Art Here 2025 exhibition guest curator Sophie Mayuko Arni, a Swiss Japanese curator and founding editor of Global Art Daily; and Yuko Hasegawa, Research Professor at the Graduate School of Management at Kyoto University and former Director of the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa.
This year’s edition welcomed over 400 proposals from artists based in the GCC and Japan, alongside artists from the MENA region with a GCC connection, from which the six artworks were shortlisted. The winner of the Richard Mille Art Prize will be announced in December.
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Louvre Abu Dhabi’s operating hours
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Museum: Open: 10 am – 6.30 pm (Tuesday – Thursday); extended hours: 10 am – 8.30 pm (Friday - Sunday); closed on Monday.
Dome: Open: 10 am – midnight (Tuesday - Sunday) - last entry 11 pm; closed on Monday.
Museum Café: Open: 10 am – 7 pm (Tuesday - Thursday); extended hours: 10 am – 9 pm (Friday – Sunday). Closed on Monday.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK12]Art Lounge: Open: 3 pm – 12 am (last order 11 pm); closed on Monday and during summer.
Fouquet’s Abu Dhabi and Marta Bar: Open: 12 pm – 12 am (last orders at 10 pm) (Tuesday – Thursday, Sunday); weekends: 12 pm – 1 am (last order at 10.30 pm) (Friday – Saturday); closed on Monday.
Follow Louvre Abu Dhabi on social media: Facebook (Louvre Abu Dhabi), Twitter (@LouvreAbuDhabi) and Instagram (@LouvreAbuDhabi) #LouvreAbuDhabi.
For more information on Louvre Abu Dhabi’s acquisitions policies and principles, visit our website.
ABOUT LOUVRE ABU DHABI
Created by an exceptional agreement between the governments of Abu Dhabi and France, Louvre Abu Dhabi was designed by Jean Nouvel and opened on Saadiyat Island in November 2017. The museum is inspired by traditional Islamic architecture and its monumental dome creates a rain of light effect and a unique social space that brings people together.
Louvre Abu Dhabi celebrates the universal creativity of mankind and invites audiences to see humanity in a new light. Through its innovative curatorial approach, the museum focuses on building understanding across cultures: through stories of human creativity that transcend civilisations, geographies, and times.
The museum’s growing collection is unparalleled in the region and spans thousands of years of human history, including prehistoric tools, artefacts, religious texts, iconic paintings, and contemporary artworks. The permanent collection is supplemented by rotating loans from 19 French partner institutions, regional and international museums.
Louvre Abu Dhabi is a testing ground for new ideas in a globalised world and champions new generations of cultural leaders. Its international exhibitions, programming and Children’s Museum are inclusive platforms that connect communities and offer enjoyment for all.
ABOUT RICHARD MILLE
From the very inception of the brand in 2001, Richard Mille’s approach to watchmaking has always centred on releasing the watch from its restricted role as a mere tool for timekeeping, augmenting and extending its visual potential by placing it directly in the crosshairs of design, art and architecture. Today, 20 years later, the Richard Mille watch collection now comprises of more than eighty models, each designed and produced with the same passion, uncompromising principles and visionary aesthetics that guided Richard Mille’s first creation.
Richard Mille’s watches are marvels of technology designed specifically for those with a keen appreciation and love for fine Swiss watchmaking, playing up the full possibilities of three-dimensional space, defined by both the volume of the watchcase and the movement itself. Within these highly confined areas spanning just a few centimeters that serve as a blank canvas for horological creativity.
This assimilation of watchmaking to artistic endeavors is also reflected in the company’s close connections with the arts. The brand’s partnerships in support of contemporary art and artists include sponsorship of the Palais de Tokyo in Paris, the Museum of Modern Art in New York City; collaborations with choreographer Benjamin Millepied, and acquisition of Éditions Cercle d’Art, a publishing house created with the support of Pablo Picasso in the 1950s.
ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND TOURISM – ABU DHABI
The Department of Culture and Tourism–Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) drives the sustainable growth of Abu Dhabi’s culture and tourism sectors and its creative industries, fuels economic progress and helps achieve Abu Dhabi’s wider global ambitions. By working in partnership with the organisations that define the emirate’s position as a leading international destination, DCT Abu Dhabi strives to unite the ecosystem around a shared vision of the emirate’s potential, coordinate effort and investment, deliver innovative solutions, and use the best tools, policies, and systems to support the culture and tourism industries.
DCT Abu Dhabi’s vision is defined by the emirate’s people, heritage, and landscape. We work to enhance Abu Dhabi’s status as a place of authenticity, innovation, and unparalleled experiences, represented by its living traditions of hospitality, pioneering initiatives, and creative thought.
ABOUT SAADIYAT CULTURAL DISTRICT 
Built as a beacon of cultural exchange and inspiration, Saadiyat Cultural District is a unique collection of cultural institutions and experiences in the heart of Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The District is a global platform, emanating from a rich cultural heritage, celebrating traditions, and advancing equitable culture. It is an embodiment of empowerment, showcasing museums, collections, and narratives that celebrate the region’s heritage while promoting a diverse global cultural landscape.  Together, the District’s seven museums and institutions, housed in innovative architectural spaces,  tell a compelling story of our land, its connections with the region, and its historical exchange with the world from the perspective of Abu Dhabi and the global south. 
Saadiyat Cultural District’s overall narrative will create an unparalleled global public sphere. where people can come together, openly exchange opinions, and build a common understanding. Saadiyat Cultural District is a testament to Abu Dhabi’s belief in the power of creativity and innovation, qualities that build on the profound vision of our founding father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and it is driven by a heartfelt responsibility to future generations of all nations.
More than a cultural destination, Saadiyat Cultural District is envisaged as an engine of opportunity, growth, and innovation coupled with an impact-focused mission to champion creativity, build capacity, and deliver future opportunity locally, regionally, and worldwide. 
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